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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Robert Weinstock

ASAP President’ s column

he meeting in Los Angeles went
Twell. The scientific sessions

included presentations by James
Masterson MD and former surgeon gener-
al Jocelyn Elders MD and sessions
emphasizing borderline personality disor-
der and addictions in adolescents orga-
nized by Mace Beckson MD, chair of a
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task force on this subject. Program co-
chairs Mohan Nair MD and Steve Billick
MD helped put together an outstanding
program. Both the program and hotel
facility made for an outstanding meeting,.

For the first time, we instituted a bene-
fit concert/dinner for ASAP. Twenty
seven people attended the dinner and 20
attended the combined concert/dinner
which was a great success. We sold out
early this year so unfortunately many
could not attend the event since we could
not get more tickets. The night was at the
new Walt Disney concert hall with seats
around the orchestra. It was designed by
Frank Gehry with outstanding critically
acclaimed acoustics. We were treated to a
concert by the Los Angeles Philharmonic
Orchestra conducted by their music direc-
tor and principal conductor Esa Pekka
Salonen. The program included the
Shoshtakovich Symphony No. 9 and
Songs by Mahler from Das Knaben
Wunderhorn. We had a gourmet dinner at
the new Patina Restaurant [Recommended
by J. Gilfoil] right in the concert hall
building. Our hotel was across the street
from the concert hall and provided excel-
lent service. Dr. Billick plans to continue
this new tradition with an event next year
when we will meet in Houston.

There are proposed changes in the
bylaws for ASAP that recognizes that
many parts of the country do not have dis-
trict branches. The changes are discussed
in this 1ssue of the Newsletter and we wel-
come comments. A new appointee,
Joseph Kenan MD, will be chairing a task
force on sexually abused adolescents.

Mark Wellek MD, Richard Ratner MD
and myself are reviewing a brief against
the adolescent death penalty sponsored by
ASAP. We have taken the lead on this
1ssue. The US Supreme Court this year
will be reconsidering the adolescent death
penalty for 16 and 17 year olds in the case
of Roper v Simmons. The Missouri
Supreme Court found the adolescent

Continued on page 2

THE DEATH PENALTY

Mark WeIIeI-< -
Grandiosity or Idealism:
The Assault on the

Adolescent Death Penalty in
the United States

quently wonder about our motiva-

tion. Why are we trying to change a
long-standing tradition of putting murder-
ous teen-agers to death in this country?
Why has Adolescent Psychiatry actively
sought to save the lives of these stricken
souls all these years? Does Dick Ratner,
who has been my wonderful accomplice
in this matter wonder these things also in
his own quiet, private moments? Are we
just grandiose and publicity seeking? Are
we really as idealistic as we think we are?
Are we all just spinning our wheels?
Maybe we should do something that
affects more kids — going after the crimi-
nalization of the mentally ill, or doing
something about the abrogation of the
Juvenile Court System for adolescents in
favor of remands to adult courts? That
certainly is a big step. It sure hurts a lot of
kids who might otherwise get needed help

In my introspective moments, I fre-
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For Your Calendar

ASAP Fall Business Meeting
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Marriott, Dallas, TX

APA, 56th Institute on Psychiatric
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ASAP Annual Meeting, March,
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Pres. Col. , continued from page 1

death penalty unconstitutional on federal
constitutional grounds almost necessitat-
ing action by the US Supreme Court. The
US Supreme Court recently reversed itself
regarding the death penalty for mentally
retarded people in the case of Atkins v
Virginia in 2002 providing some hope it
will do so for adolescents too. It reversed
itself based on changing community stan-
dards. In 1989 in Stanford v Kentucky the
Supreme Court found the death penalty
permussible for 16 and 17 year olds. In
Thompson v Oklahoma in 1988 1t had
found the death penalty impermissible for
those under 16.

We hope some

of the new brain
scan data and
evidence about

lack of myelina-
tion 1in adoles-

cents will lend
some support for
evidence of
immaturity in cogni-
tion, feeling, and executive functioning
mncluding lack of control of impulsivity in
adolescents. Adolescents are not allowed
privileges like voting, drinking, and mak-
ing decisions regarding most contracts.
We hope the US Supreme Court will find,
despite the trend to try adolescents as
adults, that their immaturity warrants
withholding of death, the ultimate punish-
ment. In addition to the United States, the
only two countries in the world with an
adolescent death penalty are Iran and the
Congo. Hopefully the United States will
join the rest of the world on this issue.

O

Wellek, continued from Page 1

for their emotional problems. What do we
do? Why? I wish my mentor and friend
Gus Lage was still around so 1 could ask
him. He was always honest about our
organization and would certainly help to
figure this out. I guess this 1s occurring o
me because the adolescent death penalty
movement has gathered considerable
momentum. The American Psychiatric
Association, the Academy (AACAP), the
Children's Defense Fund, Physicians for
Human Rights and of course, the
American Society for Adolescent

Psychiatry have all been avid letter writ-
ers to various Governors (Missourt,
Texas, Kentucky etc) and Pardon and
Parole Boards. In concert, we have helped
delay and sometimes even helped to pre-
vent some executions of juveniles. Two
states in the past few months changed
their laws and got rid of the adolescent
death penalty — Wyoming and South
Dakota. I got a chance to put in my two
cents worth before the legislature in South
Dakota and Dave Fassler who is on the
APA Board of Directors spoke before the
Wyoming Legislature. When you add in
changes 1n the law in Montana and
Indiana in the
past 3 years and
that New
Hampshire may
be "on the cusp”
of making a
change, some-
thing really big
1s happening. At
the same time,
ASAP has
agreed to sponsor an
Amicus Brief to be written by attorney
Joe McLaughlin in New York to be pre-
sented to the United States Supreme Court
mn October. It seems that the Supreme
Court of Missouri took matters into their

The Walt Disney Concert Hall

own hands and decided the adolescent
death penalty is "cruel and unusual pun-
ishment" (under the eighth amendment of
the US. Constitution). That's supposed to
be the job of the US. Supreme Court. I
guess Missouri threw down the gauntlet
and here we are. [ have given McLaughlin
a list of names to consult — Steve Harper,
Public Defender in Miami and a leader in
the charge against the death penalty by
the Juvenile Justice Project of the
American Bar Association, Deborah
Yurgelun-Todd of McLean Hospital and
Harvard Medical School who does nice
brain scans of still developing adolescent
brains, and Jay Giedd at NIMH (who
might know more about kids' brain devel-
opment than anyone else around). These
last two recently "starred" in the PBS
show "Frontline" on developing adoles-
cent brains and how this affects kids'
behavior. This time around, the Supreme
Court might just get the message. Last
year they voted 5-4 against an adolescent
death penalty case from Kentucky, but the

con’t on Page 3
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Wellek, con’t from Page 2

After completing this article, | received a
stunning piece of news from Dick Ratner.
Our Amicus Brief Attorney told us that the
American Medical Association intends to
sign on! M.W.
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Bylaws, Con’t on Page 7
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Book Review Corner

how such a deeply troubled

youngster was able to over

come his substance depen
dence
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Youth and The
Contradictions of OQur T ime

raising children... requires
an acceptance that their
children will also experience
pain along the way.

Continued on page 7
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Youth Contradictions. con’t from Page 6 Glen Pearson is Schonfeld
Award Recipient.
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I-r, Lois Flaherty, ASAP Annals Editor,
Bertram Slaff, ASAP Past presidents.

Mohan Nair, Conference Co-chair.

I-r, Helen Spenser, Ottawa, Canada,

Louise Schneider, San Francisco, CA.

Seen At The
Meeting

Frank Williams, ASAP Past President, Los

Perry Bach, Fountain, CO. Co-Chair,
ASAP Administration & Orgaization
Council.

Angeles, CA

I-r, Charles McCafferty, Phil Katz, ASAP

Elizabeth Czolpinski, Thunder Bay,
Omtario, Canada

Left, Stephen
Billick,
ASAPPresident
Elect

I-r, Richard
Ratner,
ASAP Past
President,
James
Gilfoil, Phil
Katz, Co
Chairs,
Programs &
Meetings
Council.

Past Presidents

Ghislaine Godenne, ASAP Past
President. Baltimore, MD
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I-r, Richard Rosner, Past President receiv-
ing commemorative plaque from the new
President, Robert Weinstock.
I-r, Dominic Ferro,ASAP Secretary, Martin Fine, Richard Ratner, ASAP Past
Presidents, Frances Roton, Executive Director, Charles McCerty, Philip Katz,
ASAP Past Presidents

Virgil Cox, Co-chair Administration &
Organization Council, Ft. Worth, TX

I-r, Ronald Zappone, Mark Chenven, ASAP Past President, Kiren and
Alide Zappone, All, San Diego, CA

Allen Cahill, Arlington, TX

Franklin Sim, Kingston,

Ontario,Ccanada I-r, Thomas Wilkes, Cagary, Canada, Mark Root,

Ann Arbor, Ml

I-r, Eric FIne, Martin Fine, ASAP
Past President

Wagar Waheed, New York, NY
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IN OUR MAIL

CLASSIFIED AND
DROP-IN ADVERTISING
AVAILABLE

Ads must be received at the ASAP offid
by the following deadlines Spring issue —
April 12; Summer issue — July 30; Fall
issue — September 30. Copy should be
typed and double-spaced.

For Classified ads, a check to cover the
cost & $1.00 per word (mi nimum $25.00 per
ad) must accompany the orde. For an addi-
tional $12.50 an advertiser who does not
desire to be publicly identified may use an
ASAP “Box Number” and wil | be sent copies
of resumes or other information sent to the
box.

For drop-in ads, rates are as follows:
Underwriting a complete issue, $1500. Th
entitles the advertiser to exclusve advertis-
ing rights in that issue, with two full pages
advertising. Full Page ad: $350; one-half
page ad: $250; one-qurter page ad: $150.

The acceptance of advertising by this
Newsletter does not in any way congitute
endorsement or gpproval by ASAP Newdetter
or ASAP of any advertised service or prod-
uct.

Regarding Classfieds, the publisher

reserves the right to accept or reject adverti

ment forASAP NewsletterAll advertisers in
this section must employ without regard f
race, X, age, nationality, or religion in
accordance with the law. Readers are urg
to report any violaions immediately to the
executive editor.
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