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Death Penalty. , continued from page 1

year during their development) has done
seminal work that clearly demonstrates
gradual development of prefrontal cortical
structures (especially in the Right brain)
during late adolescence and early adult-
hood (early twenties). As the Amicus
Brief describes, this correlates nicely with
gradually developing the ability to “think
through” the management of a variety of
impulses so common in teenagers.
Because the brain
does not develop
fully in young men
until early to mid

sible for 80% of that!). It is obvious that
with only two executions in the U.S. in
each of the last two years, that the
Juvenile Death Penalty is becoming a
relic of the past. Still, there are more than
seventy kids (and young adults) on death
row across this country. Only Somalia, in
the rest of the world still executes adoles-
cents. All of this was presented in Briefs,
mncluding arguments by Diplomats, reli-
gious leaders, and Nobel Laureates who
cited the U.N. Convention on the Rights
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twenties, we argued
that teens are not
fully culpable and
should not be subject

DONALLY P ROPLEE, Supenntendent,
Poensi Crarectional Cender,

to a penalty reserved Feritioner,

for “the worst of the s

worst” murderous ClLEUSTOPIIER SIMMOMS,

adults. Kespondent.
Other Brief’s also i

argued that 7 states O Weir oF CeaTioran T THE SiFrivE CoveT oF Missoum

have abolished the  Eoyr e 1re. amrsacan MEDICAL ASSCCIATION, AMERICAN

Adolescent Death

FEYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION, AMERICAN SHOCIETY FOR
ADODLESCENT PSYLUHIATHY, AMFRICAN aCADEMY OF CIILD &
AMILESCENT PSYCHIATHY, AMERMIAM ACABEMY OF
PSYCHEATRY AMNIN THE LAYV, NMATHNAL ASSOCIATION OF 2 CLAL
WiRKERS, MISSOUR]L CHAFTER OF THE MATIONAL ASSCCIATHON
OF S04 WORKERS, AND NATIONAL MENTAL HEALTH
ASSOCIATION AS AMICT CURLIAE IN SUPFOET ODF HI-'-‘“_‘{'HI!E

Penalty since our
original Brief in

1988 (which was
cited by the Supreme
Court in its” decision
to stop the death
penalty for teens
below the age of 16).
Recently, Indiana,
Montana, Wyoming
(where Dave Fassler
argued our case
before the legislature
and South Dakota
(where I cited the
brain development
evidence to the legis-
lature) became part
of that group of
seven. Two other leg-
islatures (both houses
in New Hampshire and the Florida
Senate) passed abolition bills but too late
in the sessions for the other House or the
respective governors to sign their
approval. Also, only three States (Texas,
Oklahoma and Virginia) have accounted
for 80% of the juvenile executions in the
last decade (and Texas alone was respon-
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of the Child (the U.S. 1s the only major
nation which has not signed on).

What will the Supreme Court do? No
one knows. Four Justices have already
indicated they will vote against the Death
Penalty but two of the other five have not
signaled their intent. So, we wait.

Mark A. Wellek MD.
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